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Resolved by the House of Representatives (the

Senate concurring), That the Congress—
(1) congratulates the Republic of Armenia

on the occasion of the 1700th anniversary of
the acceptance of Christianity in Armenia;

(2) welcomes His Holiness Karekin II, Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Arme-
nians, on his visit to the United States; and

(3) joins with the people of Armenia, the
Armenian Church in America, and His Holi-
ness Karekin II in celebrating the ideals and
values they share with the people of the
United States.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 139.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.
f

ADDITIONAL MEASURES WITH RE-
SPECT TO PROHIBITING THE IM-
PORTATION OF ROUGH DIA-
MONDS FROM SIERRA LEONE—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 107–75)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations and ordered
to be printed:
To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA),
and section 301 of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1631, I hereby re-
port that I have exercised my statu-
tory authority to expand the scope of
an existing national emergency in re-
sponse to the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat posed to the foreign pol-
icy of the United States by the Govern-
ment of Liberia’s complicity in the il-
licit trade in diamonds from Sierra
Leone by the insurgent Revolutionary
United Front of Sierra Leone (RUF)
and by the Government of Liberia’s
other forms of support for the RUF. I
also have exercised my statutory au-
thority to issue an Executive Order
that prohibits the importation into the
United States of all rough diamonds
from Liberia, whether or not such dia-
monds originated in Liberia. These ac-
tions are mandated in part by United
Nations Security Council Resolution
1343 of March 7, 2001.

The Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of
State, is authorized to issue regula-
tions in exercise of my authorities
under the IEEPA and the United Na-
tions Participation Act, 22 U.S.C. 287c,

to implement this prohibition. All Fed-
eral agencies are also directed to take
actions within their authority to carry
out the provisions of the Executive
Order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued. The Order was
effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight
time on May 23, 2001.

I have authorized these measures in
furtherance of Executive Order 13194 of
January 18, 2001, and in response to the
Government of Liberia’s continuing fa-
cilitation of and participation in the
RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds from
Sierra Leone and its other forms of
support for the RUF. The Government
of Liberia’s actions in this regard con-
stitute an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the
United States because they directly
challenge United States foreign policy
objectives in the region and the rule-
based international order that is cru-
cial to the peace and prosperity of the
United States.

In Executive Order 13194, President
Clinton responded to the RUF’s illicit
arms-for-diamonds trade that fuels the
brutal, decade-long civil war in Sierra
Leone by declaring a national emer-
gency and, consistent with United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1306,
by prohibiting the importation into the
United States of all rough diamonds
from Sierra Leone except for those im-
portations controlled through the cer-
tificate of origin regime of the Govern-
ment of Sierra Leone. In a report
issued on December 14, 2000, the United
Nations Panel of Experts established
pursuant to resolution 1306 found that
diamonds represent a major and pri-
mary source of income for the RUF to
sustain and advance its military activi-
ties; that the bulk of the RUF dia-
monds leaves Sierra Leone through Li-
beria; and that such illicit trade can-
not be conducted without the permis-
sion and involvement of Liberian gov-
ernment officials at the highest levels.
The Panel recommended, among other
things, a complete embargo on all dia-
monds from Liberia until Liberia dem-
onstrates convincingly that it is no
longer involved in the trafficking of
arms to, or diamonds from, Sierra
Leone.

On March 7, 2001, the Security Coun-
cil unanimously adopted resolution
1343 to impose sanctions against the
Government of Liberia. The resolution
determined that the Government of Li-
beria’s active support for the RUF in
Sierra Leone and other armed rebel
groups in neighboring countries con-
stitutes a threat to international peace
and security in the region and decided
that all states shall impose an imme-
diate arms embargo on Liberia and also
shall impose travel and diamond bans
on Liberia on May 7, 2001, unless the
Council determined before that date
that the Government of Liberia had
ceased its support for the RUF and for
other armed rebel groups and, in par-
ticular, had taken a number of con-
crete steps identified in the resolution.

In furtherance of this resolution, the
Secretaries of State, Commerce, and
Defense have taken steps, under their
respective authorities, to implement
the arms embargo.

With regard to the travel ban and di-
amond embargo, the Government of Li-
beria has failed, notwithstanding the
two-month implementation period
granted by resolution 1343, to honor its
commitments to cease its support for
the RUF and other armed rebel groups.
As a result, the Security Council did
not determine that Liberia has com-
plied with the demands of the Council.

In Proclamation 7359 of October 10,
2000, President Clinton suspended the
entry as immigrants and non-
immigrants of persons who plan, en-
gage in, or benefit from activities that
support the RUF or that otherwise im-
pede the peace process in Sierra Leone.
The application of that Proclamation
implements the travel ban imposed by
resolution 1343.

Finally, for the reasons discussed
above and in the enclosed Executive
Order, I also have found that the Gov-
ernment of Liberia’s continuing facili-
tation of and participation in the
RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds from
Sierra Leone and its other forms of
support for the RUF contribute to the
unusual and extraordinary threat to
the foreign policy of the United States
described in Executive Order 13194 with
respect to which the President declared
a national emergency. In order to deal
with that threat, and consistent with
resolution 1343 and this finding, I have
taken action to prohibit the importa-
tion into the United States of all rough
diamonds from Liberia, whether or not
such diamonds originated there, in
order to contribute to the inter-
national effort to bring a prompt end
to the illicit arms-for-diamonds trade
by which the RUF perpetuates the
tragic conflict in Sierra Leone. This
action, as well as those discussed
above, also expresses our outrage at
the Government of Liberia’s ongoing
contribution to human suffering in Si-
erra Leone and other neighboring coun-
tries, as well as its continuing failure
to abide by international norms and
the rule of law.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 23, 2001.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

A LOOK BACK AT THE BATTLE OF
IWO JIMA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, everybody knows about Iwo Jima
and the horrible battle that took place
there back in 1945.
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